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clearly the voice calling again: "Come! 
come and carry me over the water ! " 

This time he got up, put on his stout 
coat, and taking his staff in his hand 
went out. On the bank of the river he 
found a little child, very thinly dressed, 
asking to be carried across the deep, dark 
water. Taking him gently in his arms, the 
giant stepped with him into the river. 

At first the child had seemed very light, 
but as he went farther he became heavfer 
and heavier. The poor giant's back bent 
beneath the child's weight. Could he 
reach the other shore with him? He 
struggled on, feeling each moment that he 
must give up. On he went, however, until 
at last, worn out, he reached the shore 
and sank with his burden on the ground. 

He saw a light, and looking up, behold! 
it came from the head of the child. 
Trembling with fear and amazement, he 
grasped his staff for support, and found it 
had blossomed into leaves and was no 
longer a dry stick, but fresh and green. 

The little child said, " Christopher — for 
such your name shall be — every man, 
woman, and child you have carried over 
this river you have carried for me. I am 



the king you serve, and long and well 
have you served me." 

Christopher knelt in wonder before the 
beautiful vision, and knew in his great joy 
and happiness that at last he had found 
the king he sought. 

Anne Elizabeth Allen. 

St. Christopher 

So strong he was, so true and bold, 
All people loved him, young and old. 
Across the river, dark and wide, 
He carried them from side to side — 
Did Christopher, the brave. 

His king he loved, his king he served 
Through weather cold; nor ever swerved 
From work that cost him toil and pain, 
From work that showed so little gain — 
This Christopher, the brave. 

May little children serve this king 
As Christopher did, and to him bring 
Just what they have that's best and true 
To give unto the king he knew — 
St. Christopher, the brave. 

Anne Elizabeth Allen. 



First Grade 



Harriet T. B. Atwood 



Manual Training and Industrial Art — 

Christmas Work: The sloyd work and 
industrial art for December will consist 
of the making of Christmas gifts. The 
spirit of giving which should character- 
ize the ideal Christmas can be entered 
into by the child in no other way quite 
so well as in the actual making of the 
gifts for those he loves. The powerful 
influence which a beautiful motive exerts 
is illustrated by the energy and patience 



with which the child strives for accuracy, 
neatness, and beauty in such work. 

As much originality as possible will be 
encouraged in the making of gifts. The 
children will first plan the article chosen 
and draw a pattern of it on the blackboard. 
They will then criticise their own work, and 
after more careful measurement, will correct 
their drawings. The plan will then be made 
upon paper, and when this working plan is 
sufficiently accurate each child will be pro- 
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vided with the proper materials for carrying 
out his idea. The careful measurement and 
calculation necessary in drawing the plans 
and estimating the amount of the different 
materials required will be the number work 
for the month. 

Suggestions for gifts, of which the chil- 
dren may be allowed their choice, are given 
below, and plans for some of these gifts 
will be found in the Manual Training 
outline. 

i. Matchsafe. Material, wood and leather, 
with burned design for decoration. 

2. Blotter. Material, Wotting paper and col- 
ored silks. 

3. Key rack. Material, wood and brass hooks, 
with burned design for decoration. 

4. Stamp case. Material, cardboard, manila 
paper, colored silks and stamps. 

5. Court-plaster case. Material, leather. 
History: I. The Christmas Festival. 1. The 

children's experiences of our own Christmas 
festivities; what children like best; what they 
want most; how they would choose to celebrate 
Christmas. 

2. How Christmas is observed in other lands, 
as Germany, Holland, England, Norway, and 
Italy. 

3. The Christmas story. Good photographs 
of the most beautiful Madonna pictures will be 
placed in the school-room, where all may be- 
come familiar with them, and a simple version 
of the Christmas story will be told to the 
children. 

II. Study of Home Activities continued: Dur- 
ing December the children will, if possible, 
complete the decoration of the walls of the min- 
iature home begun in October. (See October 
and November outlines.) The next step will 
be the selection of pictures for the walls of the 
different rooms. A visit will be made to the 
Art Institute with the view of selecting the pic- 
tures, and as far as possible tiny photographs 
or prints of the pictures chosen by the children 
will be obtained for the playhouses. 

Geography: 1. A study of those landscapes 
which figure in the stories of Christmas in other 
lands by means of pictures and lantern-slides. 

2. Testing of the stones collected on field 
trips as to hardness, strength, color, and con- 
stituents. The motive for these tests will be to 
discover what stones would be best to use for 
the stonework on the miniature houses. Classi- 



fication and labeling of stones. Experiments 
to show the action of frost on the different 
stones. 

Nature Study: 1. Study of Crystals. Many 
of the stones collected by the children contain 
crystals, about which numerous questions have 
been asked. Moreover, as the frost begins to 
appear on the windowpanes other questions 
will be suggested. During December we shall 
perform simple experiments in solution and 
crystallization with salt, alum, and sugar, which 
will help to answer some of the questions. In 
preparing for the Christmas tree the children 
will make rock candy. (See Miss Cooke's out- 
line.) 

2. Study of the December landscape by 
means of daily pictures as in previous months. 
The children will also begin their picture calen- 
dar, which will consist of the paintings of typical 
scenes of each month. 

3. Observation of trees selected for study. 
Special study of the pine and other evergreen 
trees. 

Correlated Number: Constant use of ruler 
in making. Drawing of plans for Christmas 
gifts and estimating the amount required of the 
different materials. 

Reading: I. Sentences written upon the 
blackboard or printed on large paper in large 
type. 2. Printed and written directions for 
making Christmas gifts. 3. Selected stories: 
The Donkey and the Salt, ^sop; The North 
Wind Doth Blow, Heart of Oak Series, No. 1. 
4. Cook County Normal School reading slips: 
Lesson on Stones; Christmas Stories; St. Chris- 
topher and the Christ-Child; DecemberCouRSE 
of Study. 

Writing, Spelling, and English; Placing of 
new words in dictionary each week. Repro- 
duction of the Christmas stories in writing, to 
be used as reading lessons. Descriptions of 
experiments in crystallization. Labeling of 
specimens. 

School Economics: See Miss Cooke's out- 
line. 

Art: Study of the pictures at the Art Insti- 
tute with the view of selecting some for the 
rooms of the playhouse. Making of designs 
for decoration of gifts. Illustrating Christmas 
stories by means of painting, modeling, paper 
cutting, and chalk-modeling. To help make 
the schoolhouse more beautiful for the Christ 
mas entertainment the children will decorate 
the wall space of their room with posters illus 
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trating the different Christmas festivals. This 
will be the motive for the illustration of stories. 
The best of such illustrations will be repro- 
duced and used to decorate the room. 

Dramatic Art: I. Dramatic representation 
of the different Christmas festivals. Training 
in hearing and reproducing sound. Phonic 
games. 2. Oral reading — poems, to be studied 
and memorized: The Tour of St. Nicholas; 
The Visit of St. Nicholas, Moore; Wintertime, 
Stevenson. 



Music: Christmas Song, F. Root; Green 
Holly Boughs Bring, Eleanor Smith; Christ- 
mas Carol, E. Smith; Father Christmas, Ger- 
man folk-song; Old Christmas, E. Smith; This 
is the Way the Snow Comes Down, Gilchrist; 
The North Wind Doth Blow, Elliot; Summer 
or Winter, E. Smith; A Sleigh Ride, E. Smith; 
Earth's Dresses, E. Smith; Wintertime, E. 
Smith; When the Snow is on the Ground, 
Elliot. For reference to books where these 
songs can be found see Miss Goodrich's outline 
for December. 



Second Grade 

Antoinette Hollister 



History: During the months of October 
and November the children discovered that 
two very important problems in the life of 
the cave man were the protection of him- 
self and his family from the attacks of 
wild beasts, and the procuring of the flesh 
and skin of wild animals for food and 
clothing. 

In the study of shepherd life in Decem- 
ber the children see a change in the rela- 
tions between man and animals. The cow, 
sheep, and dog are domesticated, and man 
and the animals become mutually helpful — 
the former as he provides for the animals 
food, shelter, and protection from their ene- 
mies, and the latter as they supply milk, 
wool, and food to man. 

The children will try to discover how 
under these changed conditions man pro- 
cured the necessities of life, and will see 
that the needs of the animals for whom 
they cared must have had an effect upon 
the lives of the shepherds. A change of 
pasture, which was a necessity for the ani- 
mals, made the shepherds more or less a 
nomadic people. Instead of killing the 
animals and using their skins for clothing, 
these people now began to take the wool 
without injuring the animals, and invented 
the art of weaving. The children will be 



given wool, and will'try to invent a way of 
making it into a fabric. Later they will 
study the processes of carding, spinning, 
and weaving, and will weave on their looms 
fabrics to be used for their Christinas work. 

They will study the food of these peo- 
ple, and will serve a lunch such as the 
shepherds might have had. They will 
notice in preparing this lunch that there 
may be several additions to the menu 
which they planned when studying the 
food of the cave man. 

The dwellings of the shepherds will be 
represented in clay, cast in plaster, and 
colored; and many of their customs will 
be shown on the tiles which the children 
are making as Christmas gifts 

The child often chooses to make for his 
Christmas gifts articles too complicated 
for him to make without suggestions from 
people whose experience is wider than his 
own. Through this daily necessity in his 
own life for help and counsel he may be 
led to discover the need that there must 
have been among primitive peoples for a 
leader and that the leader must naturally 
have been the oldest member of the family 
— the father. The patriarchal form of 
government will be illustrated by stories. 
The Christmas story will be told, and it is 



